
Congressional Record
UNUM

E PLURIBUS

United States
of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 105th

 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

b This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., b 1407 is 2:07 p.m.
Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

H631

Vol. 143 WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1997 No. 22

House of Representatives
The House met at 11 a.m.
The Chaplain, Rev. James David

Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

As we read the words of the Psalms,
O God, we are reminded that we can
bring to You all our thoughts and our
feelings, our hopes and our fears, our
joys and sorrows. We are told that we
should sing a new song, for You have
done marvelous things and also that
You will hear the prayers of our hearts
and minister to us in our deepest need.
Bless, O God, all those who turn to You
with thanksgiving and praise for each
new day and bless, too, all who seek
from You the full measure of forgive-
ness and peace. Amen.
f

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Chair’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the pro-
visions of clause 5 of rule I, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.
f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Idaho [Mrs. CHENOWETH]

come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mrs. CHENOWETH led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

WITHHOLD MEXICAN
GOVERNMENT CERTIFICATION

(Mr. SHAW asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I will make
this very simple. Mexico is not a reli-
able ally in the war on drugs. Contin-
ued and pervasive corruption of Mexi-
can law enforcement, including its top
antidrug official, make the choice
clear. A nation with between $10 and
$30 billion in annual drug trade, whose
law enforcement and government offi-
cials are estimated to receive almost
half a billion dollars a year in bribes
and whose antidrug czar was in the em-
ploy of one of Mexico’s most wanted
drug lords, does not deserve our certifi-
cation.

Our Nation’s young people are at
risk. If we want to take a strong stand
against drug use, then we must not cer-
tify a country with the kind of prob-
lems we are seeing in Mexico. We can-
not close our eyes to the antics of
Mexico’s drug lords and the complicity
of Mexican government officials just
for the trade benefits.

While Mexican President Zedillo’s ef-
forts are encouraging, we need to see
some real results. The results will not
be forthcoming until the President of
Mexico can get the support of the rest
of the government with him.

Plain and simple: Certification can
wait until then.

HEALTH INSURANCE FOR
CHILDREN

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, today
the House Democratic leader, DICK
GEPHARDT, and the Senate Democrat
leader, TOM DASCHLE, are sending a let-
ter to Republican leaders GINGRICH and
LOTT calling on Republicans to move
forward on expanding health care cov-
erage for children. Many Democrats,
including the President, have devel-
oped proposals to ensure all children
have health insurance, but to date Re-
publicans have offered no plan while
outright refusing offers from the Presi-
dent and congressional Democrats to
incorporate a children-only health in-
surance program into a bipartisan con-
gressional agenda.

Just yesterday, Mr. Speaker, the New
York City public advocate, Mark
Green, released a report on the growing
number of uninsured citizens in New
York. Among the report’s many dis-
turbing findings was that between 1990
and 1995 the proportion of New York’s
children who have no medical insur-
ance increased by 6 percent. As of 1995,
nearly 20 percent of New York’s chil-
dren, 1 of every 5, did not have health
insurance. And an equally troubling
finding was that some 22 percent of un-
insured citizens, many of which are
parents, actually work for companies
of more than a thousand people.

Mr. Speaker, I believe the writing is
on the wall: Those parents who work
for large companies are finding it dif-
ficult, as are many, to adequately pro-
vide health insurance for their chil-
dren.

f

HOSPICE

(Mrs. CHENOWETH asked and was
given permission to address the House
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